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WASHINGTON INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ASSOETAH1ON

Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45

Terrence Stapleton

Executive Vice President

June 14,2007 DUk, F g
Ms. Marlene Dortch G"'SZ’JJAL
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Room Tw-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC
Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board
on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch; -

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her
outstanding leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service (Joint Board)} and for her eloquent testimony before the Senate
Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. | also would like to express my full
support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim, emergency cap
on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The
Joint Board's proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the
high-cost Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward
long-term USF reform that must be taken to sustain affordable communications
services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the
high-cost USF mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF
support. Adopting the 18-month interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) enough time to develop and implement
long-term USF reform measures without risking the sustainability of the fund or
public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the
benefit of all consumers. Without this critical interim action and the ieadership of
Commissioner Tate the benefits that universal service provides to consumers
would be in serious jeopardy in the very near future. For these reasons, | urge
Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein and McDowell to support
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Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency, interim
cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,
Terrence Stapleton

cC: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate Ferderal Conivimcations Commission
Federal Communications Commission Lifice si e Secretary
445 12™ Street, SW
Room 8-A204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Tate:

| am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may recetve.

[ appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers
would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Bruce C. Bohnsack
President
Germantown Telephone Co.

ce Chairman Kevin J, Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M, McDowell
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Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Room B-R204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: in the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC
Docket

No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No., 96-45

Dear Commissioner Tate:

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on
Universal Service teo place an interim, emergency c<ap on the amcunt of
high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers may receive.

1 appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint
Board and staff as you consider the difficult gquesticons associated with
the distribution mechanism for universal service support.

Wie believe that this first step 1s the best way to begin a process to
preserve universal service for the benefit of consumers. Without this
critical action and leadership on the part of the Jeint Board, the
benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in
serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Ken Ho!lmann
Egyptian Telephone Cooperative Association

[oral Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M, McDowell

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity
to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged
material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of
this infeormation, directly or indirectly, by persons cor entities cther
than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in
error, piease contact the sender and delete the material from all
computers 1in which i1t resides.
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Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate Federid © S —
Federal Communications Commission G Secretary
445 12" Street, SW
Room 8-A204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket
No. 03-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Tate:

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal
service for the benetit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers
would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Hutter
Adams Telephone Co-Operative

ce: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

SERECT ] e,
;@g Cannected to
F°  Our Communities
405 Emminga Read
CRobert L. Hutter P.O. Box 217
ontrolier Golden, IL 62339
RobertHutter@adams.net Phone: 217.696.4411

Fax: 217.696.4811
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Federal Communicatons Commission
Clie of the Secretary

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Room §-A204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No, 96-45

Dear Commissioner Tate:

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

| appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers
would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Therese Giannaris
Adams Telephone Co-Operative

ce: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
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Ms. Marlene Dortch

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No, 05-337; In the
Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal
Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint Board and Staff as they
consider the difficylt questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for thesbenefitiof
consumers in South Dakota. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board: the
- benefits that universal service provides to my rural customers would be in setious jeopardy.

Sincerely,
Midstate Communications, Inc.

Mark D. Benton, General Manager

cer Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Hon, Ray Baum




Hon. Larry S. Landis
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar
Hon. John D. Burke
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg

Senator John Thune
Senator Tim Johnson
Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
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Commissiener Deborah Tavior Tate
Federal Commumcations Commission
AR 2T Srreet. SW

Roorm 8-AZ04

Washington, DO 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In the
Mutter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket Na. 96-4%

Drear Commissioner Taw:
Paitwritng w endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service 1o place an

e, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive
chigible welecommunications carriers mav receive.

Cappreciate vour feadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staft as v
consider the ditficult questions assoctated with the distribution mechanism for universal servive

SUPPLTT

Kural Pelephone 1 in the unique positon of being a rural ILEC, with a w holly owned subsidiary,
Nex-heeh operating as o CLEC, which owns 47.5 percent of a wireless CETC. We still stromgly
Behieve that the Joint Board™s recommendation of an interim emergency cap on CETCS is a good
HOSTslep o stem the escalation of suppen o CFTCs. while a fonger term solution s orafied, even
though it may resalt in a decrease in revenue for our company.

W believe that this first siep is the best way o begin a process 1o preserve wiversal service Tor the
benelit of consumers. Without this eritical action and teadership on the part of the Joint Board, the
benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in serious Jeopardy.

singeiviv,
.f r}
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RO General Manager
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Vo harman Kevin b Marun
Smmasaoner Jonathan Adelsiem
Commissioner Michael I, Copps
Cemmissioner Robert M. MeDowel

PR




Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45

FILED/ACCEPTED
June 8, 2007 JUL 312007

Vs Marlne Dol
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

We are writing this Jetter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on
Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service
support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint Board and
Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the
benefil of consumers in North Dakota. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the
Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to my rural customers would be in serious
jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Jeff T. Wilson
General Manager

cc; Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael I. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Hon. Ray Baum
Hon. Larry 8. Landis
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar
Hon. John D. Burke
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg
Senator Byron Dorgan
Senator Kent Conrad
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June 8, 2007

Ms. Marlene Dortch

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board
on Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal
service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint Board
and Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for
the benefit of consumers in South Dakota. Without this critical action and leadership on the part
of the Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to my rural customers would be in
serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,
Rod Bowar
Rod Bowar President/Manager

Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc.

cc: Chairman Kevin ], Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps




Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Hon. Ray Baum

Hon. Larry S. Landis

Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar

Hon. John D. Burke

Hon. Billy Jack Gregg

Senator John Thune
Senator Tim Johnson
Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
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Federal Comimumcations Commission
ufiice af the Secretary

June 8, 2007

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Room 8-A204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC
Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint
Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Tate:

[ am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers
would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Renee’ Hull
Adams Telephone Co-Operative

ce: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael I. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
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June 8, 2007
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Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission JUL 3 12007
445 12" Street, SW Federal Cominunicabions Commission
Room TW-B204 Oflice of ine Secretary

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint
Board on Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-
cost universal service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may
receive.

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint
Board and Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution
mechanism for universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal
service for the benefit of consumers in lowa. Without this critical action and leadership
on the part of the Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to my rural
customers would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Tammy S. tWheeter, CTU, Geneval Manager

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commussioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Hon. Ray Baum
Hon. Larry S. Landis
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar
Hon. John D. Burke
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg
Senator Chuck Grassley
Senator Tom Harkin
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June ¥, 20007 el (ihen ot the Secratary

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Irederal Communications Commission
445 12" Streer, SW

Room 8-A204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No,
05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commussioner Tate:

[ am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

I uppreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as
vou consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
untversal service support.

We believe thal this first step is the best way (o begin a process 1o preserve universal
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides 1o rural consumers
would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely, —

Addes U{‘k *-J’v

f’( rry- Spem er Rmm’ po )hww Crmpt.‘rc.:rive. Inc.
5

!

R Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Commisstoner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael 1. Copps
Comumissioner Robert M., McDowell

PSC
11877 E. State Read 62 PO. Box 126 Saint Meinvad, Indiona 47577
(812) 357-2123 Fax (812) 357-2211
www.pscinet  psc@pscinet
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From: V. Schryver [vschryver@lrnet1.com] F, '

Sent: Friday, June 08, 2007 2:14 PM LED/ACCEPTED
To: Robert McDowell JUL 3 12007
Subject: Universal Service Support

Fovieral Dominsication. Commission
Mice of fhe Secretary

June &, 2007

Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Federal Communications Commission

445 121 Street, SW
Room 8-A204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In
the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-
45

Dear Commissioner McDowell:

| am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to place an
interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers may receive.

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service
support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the
benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, the
benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Vicki Schryver

CSR

Leaf River Telephone Co.
102 W 2nd St, P.O. Box 277
Leaf River, IL. 61047
1-815-738-2211

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps

712072007




7/20/2007

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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June 8, 2007 F”ED/ACCEPTED
Ms. Marlene Dortch

Secretury, Federal Communications Commission JUL 3 12007
445 12" Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

iminicatons Commission
e of e Secretary

Fod a4
;

0

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC
Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board
on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms, Dovich:

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of
the Joint Board on Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the
amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunicarions carriers may receive.

We apprectate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of
the Joint Board and Statf as they consider the difficult questions associated with
the distribution mechanism for universal service support.

We believe thal this first step is the best way 1o begin a process to preserve
universal service for the benefit of consumers in North Dakota. Without this
critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board the benefits that
universal service provides to my rural customers would be in serious jeopardy,

Sincerely,

)

! ,_(\
Steven D. Ly e
CO/General Manager
SRT Communications Inc.

ce: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Hon. Ray Baum
Hon. Larry S. Landis
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar
Hon. John D. Burke
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg
Hon. Kent Conrad
Hon. Byron L. Dorgan
Hon. Eart Pomeroy
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From: Karen Proulx [karen@mdtc.net]
Sent:  Friday, June 08, 2007 1:37 PM FILED/ACCEPTED

To: Deborah Tate
Cc: Kevin Martin; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Copps; Robert McDowell
Subject: | SUPPORT THE CETC USF CAP

June 8, 2007

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Federal Communications Commission

445 121" Street, SW
Room 8-A204
Washington, D.C. 20554

JUL 3 12007

Frplara| Mo :
Lreral Communination: Comimission
OHFice v $5 Q.
Office of the Secretary

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In
the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Tate:

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to place
an interim, emergency c¢ap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that

competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

| appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service

support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service
for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint
Board, the benefits that universal service provides o rural consumers would be in serious

jeopardy.

Sincerely,

7/20/2007




Message

Karen Proulx

Marketing/PR Coordimator
McDanough Telephone Cooperative
FPhane: 3097 76-32 11

FAX: 309776-3299

email: karenfomdte net

@@= MDTC

ADONOLGEY Telaphont Cooporatve

CG: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissiconer Michaei J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

7/20/2007
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-, Lafourche Telephone Co., LLC_

Dedicated to Excellence...

| clateleo, Founded on Communications FILED/ACCEPTED
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Fetera! Commanicationg Commission
Office of the Secretary

June §, 2007

Commissioner Deborah Tavlor Tate
Federal Commusications Commission
445 12" Spreer, SW

Room §-A204

Washington, D.C. 205854

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Daocket No.
05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Bodsrd on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dy Commissioner Tate:

bam writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal S;mm to
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-vost.universal service support that
competitive eligible welecommunications carriers may receive.

Fappreciale your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staf¥ as
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for
universal service support,

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal.
service for the benefit of consumers, Without this critical action and feadership on the
part of the Juint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers
would be ur sertous jeopardy.

Sincerely,

TohyBrady .
Secretary-Treasu

e Chairman Kevin J, Manin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsiein
Commissioner Michaet J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. MeDowell

Post Office Box 188

112 West10* Blvd.
Larose, LA 70373
(985) 693-4567
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Faderal Commanicatinns Commission
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1605 Washington Street

v on P.O. Box 400

June 8, 2007 Blair, Nebraska 68008-040C
Main 402.533.1000

Ms. Marlene Dortch Fax 402.533.1111
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission wewrw. HurTelWorld.com

445 12" Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, N.C. 200354

Re:  In the matter of High-Cost Universal Series Support, WC Docket No.
05-337; In the matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dorich:

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal
Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carries may receive.

We appreciate the leadership of Commission Tate and the other members of the Joint Board and Statf as they
cansider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service suppott.

Wc believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of
consumers in Nebraska. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board the benefits
that universal service provides to my rural customers would be in serious jeopardy.

ichael A&Tacobson

ce: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Hon. Ray Baum
Hon. Larry S. Landis
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar
Hoen. John D. Burke
Hon. Billy Jack Greg

Senator Chuck Hagel
Senator Benjamin E. Nelson
Hon. Jeff Fortenberry
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From: Kevin Jacobsen [kjacobsen@egyptian.net]
Sent: Friday, June 08, 2007 11:30 AM

/ -
To: Deborah Tate F”ED/ ACCE‘:PTED
Cc: Kevin Martin; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Copps; Robert McDowell JuL 3 1 2007
Subject: | SUPPORT THE CETC USF CAP
Federal Coishunications Commission

iftice ot the Secretary

June 8, 2007

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Federal Communications Commission
445 121 Street, SW

Room 8-A204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-
337, In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Tate:

| am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to place
an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive.

| appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service
support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service
for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint
Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in serious
jeopardy.

Sincerely,

Kevin J. Jacobsen
Egyptian Telephone Cooperative Association

cC: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

Kevin J, Jacobsen, General Manager
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